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Stephen Tuttle was a loving father, devoted husband, avid athlete, and 
generous community volunteer. He enjoyed swimming, jogging, tennis, and 
coaching children’s soccer. Steve was passionate about cycling, regularly 
clocking 100+ miles/week riding up and down the hills of Chester County. His 
love for cycling led him to the Abramson Cancer Center’s annual bike race, 
raising thousands of dollars in sponsorships. 
 
Steve invested his formidable energies into his Radiation Oncology career. As 
a Postdoctoral Fellow and Research Associate at Penn RadOnc, he worked to 
slow tumor progression and increase tumor response to therapy.  

 
Steve was instrumental in securing an NIH/NCI R25 training grant that established SUPERS@PENN in 2010, 
an innovative, individualized program that mentors motivated undergraduates as they explore radiation 
science careers.  
Steve’s passion for science education and mentoring was contagious. His energy transcended all levels of 
the program, from students to faculty presenters and administrators.   
 

This highly regarded summer research program continues 
to be hosted by the Department of Radiation Oncology at 
the Perelman School of Medicine at the University of 
Pennsylvania. The National Institutes of Health has 
recognized the positive impact of SUPERS on the field of 
Radiation Oncology. To date, SUPERS has helped 90+ 
students, including underrepresented women and 
minorities, to pursue advanced degrees and serve as 
biomedical faculty or scientists.  
 
In 2019 Steve lost a hard battle against his own cancer 

diagnosis. Steve will be remembered for his contagious smile, boundless optimism, and love for his family 
and friends – along with his “more than occasional” stop at every craft brewery.  
 

Nancy Tuttle shared over 35 years of marriage with Steve. She 
considered various options to honor her husband’s legacy. As the 
powerhouse leading Tuttle Marketing Services in the promotions 
industry, Nancy has the skillset to run her own foundation. She 
realized doing so would entail running two businesses at once; and 
that her husband’s legacy would be an emotion-filled endeavor.  
 
Nancy’s financial advisor Michael B. Karwic, CFP, AEP, CRPC 
recommended she consider the Community Foundation option. “I 

realized that combining special event fundraising, allocating a portion of event proceeds to an invested 
endowed fund, and making annual grants was the way to go,” says Nancy.  
 



Under the Community Foundation’s auspices, Nancy created the Stephen Tuttle Fund for Oncology 
Research & Education. From it, Nancy funds educational and research opportunities for the next generation 
of scientists specializing in the diagnosis and treatment of cancer. To date, grants primarily support the 
SUPERS program.  
 
Nancy’s devoted committee of a dozen+ friends and family members have been involved since the 
beginning, creating and implementing new fundraising ideas. Nancy is pleased with the success of the fund. 
She thought it would take 10 years to raise $500,000; not so. Since 2019, the Fund has raised over $300,000 
from 1,500 donations, through events including Bourbon, Brews and Blues and Bike.Run.Cure.   

 
It’s not just friends and people who knew Steve who have become 
involved with the fund. Nancy explains, “Seeing people come together, it’s 
a surprise to realize how many people have unfortunately been affected 
by cancer. For our May 2022 bike race, there were team captains from 6 
states and participants from 18 states. For our October 2021 Gala, a new 
sponsor got involved because his father is a survivor. He attributes so 
much of his father’s survival to the research; he was in a clinical trial.” 
 
Nancy recalls how Steve would come home, bursting with excitement for 

something they had advanced or found in the lab. “Steve’s passion was contagious and enduring. It is 
extremely gratifying to continue Steve’s commitment to educate the next generation of cancer scientists 
and researchers.”   
 
 


